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Sophomore English Direct Instruction Essential 
Standards 

 
                Course Description 

The Special Education department course descriptions mirror those of the corresponding academic areas.             
These courses make adaptations for students with adaptations, accommodations, and modifications made            
as necessary. In some cases, direct instruction courses use adjusted essential standards. The direct              
instruction standards below represent those for Sophomore English. 

 
 
 

Essential Standards  
1. Student will determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 

text (i.e. speeches, informational texts, literary texts, etc.), including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

2. Student will analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the 
United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

3. Student will determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text (i.e. speeches, informational texts, literary texts, 
etc.)and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purposes.  

4. Student will initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

5. Student will acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases (from various 
topics or texts), sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

6. Student will write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  

7. Student will write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content (from various topics or 
texts).  

8. Student will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose and audience. 

9. Student will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose and audience. 

10. Student will develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

11. Student will use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

12. STUDENT will cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text (i.e. speeches, informational text, literary texts, etc.).  

13. STUDENT will acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases (from various 
topics or texts), sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

14. STUDENT will present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, and task. 
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